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Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, 
on Monday 8 June 2009 at 
2.00 pm   

 
 
PRESENT Mrs Morag Munro (Chairman)  
 Mrs Catriona Stewart (Vice-Chairman) Mr Charlie Nicolson 
 Mr Archie K Campbell Mr Murdo MacLeod 
 Mr Norman M MacLeod Mr Roddie MacKay 
 Mr Donald I Nicholson Mr Iain Morrison 
 Mr Angus Campbell Mrs Agnes Rennie 
 Mr Angus McCormack  
   
   
APOLOGIES Mrs Annie MacDonald  
 Rev Andrew Coghill  
   
 
Prayer   The Meeting was opened with prayer led by Mr Murdo Macleod. 

 
Declaration of 
Interest 

3 There were no declarations of interest. 

  The Chairman ruled that in accordance with the provisions of Section 50(B) (4) 
of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 that the following item be 
considered as a matter of urgency in order to enable the Committee to take a 
view on the matter prior to its next meeting. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision: 
proposed 
discontinuation of 
the S1/S2 Stage 
of Education at 
Bayble School, 
Isle of Lewis 
E01.02.17 

4 With reference to item 6 of the Minute of Meeting of the Comhairle of 4 
September 2008 the Acting Director of Education submitted a Report 
concerning the responses to the consultation exercise carried out in relation to 
the proposed discontinuation of the S1/S2 Stage of Education at Bayble 
School, Isle of Lewis. It was stated in the Report that the Consultation 
Document on the discontinuation of the S1/S2 stage of education in Bayble 
School, with effect from August 2010, on the basis of transferring incoming S1 
pupils to the Nicolson Institute with effect from August 2009, and allowing the 
current S1 pupils to complete the S1/S2 stage of their education in Bayble 
School, prior to transfer to S3 in The Nicolson Institute in August 2010, was the 
subject of discussion at a consultation meeting which was held in Bayble 
School on Tuesday 26 May 2009. A copy of the Consultation Document and 
note of the consultation meeting was appended to the Report.  It was intimated 
in the Report that the Comhairle's representatives at the meeting on 26 May 
2009 had outlined the reasons for the proposals and gave responses to 
questions asked at the meeting.  It was further intimated in the Report that 
meetings had been held with pupils in the year groups affected by the proposal 
in Aird, Bayble and Knock schools on 13 May 2009 and notes of these 
meetings was also appended to the Report together with written 
representations received in relation to the proposals.  
 
It was recommended in the Report that the Comhairle determine whether to 
proceed with the proposed discontinuation of the S1/S2 stage of education at 
Bayble School, Isle of Lewis, taking into account the factors outlined in the 
Consultation Document, the representations made and the analysis as detailed 
in the Report. 
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It was agreed, that having considered the Report by the Acting Director of 
Education concerning the Review of Education Provision:  Proposed 
Discontinuation of the S1/S2 Stage of Education at Bayble School, Isle of 
Lewis, together with all submissions and representations made, to 
recommend that: 
 

(a) the S1/S2 stage of education in Bayble School, Isle of Lewis, 
be discontinued with effect from August 2010, on the basis 
of transferring incoming S1 pupils to The Nicolson Institute 
with effect from August 2009 and allowing the current S1 
pupils to complete the S1/S2 stage of their education in 
Bayble School, prior to transfer to S3 in The Nicolson 
Institute in August 2010; 

 
(b) any revenue savings accruing to the Comhairle as a result of 

the early discontinuation be used to supplement the 
available provision for capital works at Bayble School with a 
view to providing an all-weather playing surface for 
community use as part of the Western Isles Schools Project; 
and 

 
(c) Sgoiltean Ùra LLP be asked to consider any opportunities to 

bring forward accommodation works at Bayble School 
created by the earlier discontinuation. 

 
 

   
 


